Report to: Environment Committee, 20th July 2021
Report of: Corporate Director, Homes and Communities

Subject:

LYME DISEASE UPDATE REPORT

1.

Recommendation

1.1

That Committee note the contents of this report outlining plans of installing
educational signage to be displayed at Laugherne Brook Nature Reserve
(and any other locations of concern) to raise awareness of potential
contraction of Lyme Disease from tick bites.

2.

Background

2.1

The issue of Lyme Disease was raised via a Member question at the September 2020
Council meeting, and the Chair of Environment Committee, in answering the
question, committed to a report being brought back to this committee with further
information.

2.2

Lyme disease (also known as Lyme borreliosis) is a potentially serious bacterial
infection transmitted via tick bites. Only a small number of ticks are infected with the
bacteria that cause Lyme disease. A tick bite can only cause Lyme disease in humans
if the tick has already bitten an infected animal.

2.3

Originally Lyme Disease was thought to be more prevalent in marshy areas however
recent studies show that it can be found over any form of green space. Cases
however do typically rise with in summer months due to a combination of a more
habitable climate for the Tick and more pedestrian footfall of these effected areas.

2.4

Contracting Lyme Disease fortunately remains a rare occurrence with overall
contraction rates in England during 2019 being 903 in total. Only 20 of these
happening in the West Midlands. Unfortunately, with this low infection rate comes a
widescale lack of knowledge of the disease.

3.

Information

3.1

Although infection rates for this illness remain low (Appendix A) the symptoms can
be severe, it is because of this that The City and County Council will be embarking
on a public awareness campaign to help protect frequenters of our green space and
overall public health.

3.2

This campaign will be delivered using a uniform approach from both participants,
through different mediums to maximise the campaigns efficiency and making it more
recognisable.

3.3

Mediums used will include educational posters provided by the charity Lyme Disease
Action (Appendix B) featuring on pre-existing site notice boards, social media
communications and press articles during peak visitor times such as hot weather and
school holidays.

3.4

Information featured in these posters and articles will include how to recognise the
tick itself, how to remove them, the mark left behind, the symptoms of Lyme
Disease, areas to avoid and how to best reduce the risk of contraction.

3.5

As the installation of Poster and issuing of articles can be achieved in house with
little disturbance to ongoing services, we foresee the overall financial implications of
this campaign of this campaign to be negligible.

For Further Information
Public Health England – Lyme Disease
NHS Choices – Lyme Disease
Public Health England - Tick leaflet

Ward(s):

All

Contact Officer: Nick McGowan, Team Supervisor - Street Scene – Tree &
Conservation Officer Tel: 01905 722230/07720204015, Email:
nick.mcgowan@worcester.gov.uk

Appendix A – Acute Cases in Quarters 1-2 of 2020

Appendix B – Lyme Disease Action Poster

