COUNCIL
30th March 2021
Present:

The Mayor, Councillor Hodges, in the Chair
Councillors Agar, Allcott, Altaf, A. Amos,
B. Amos, Barnes, Bayliss, Berry, Biggs,
Bisset,
Cawthorne,
Collins,
Cronin,
Denham,
Ditta,
Geraghty,
Gregson,
Griffiths,
Hassan,
Mrs L. Hodgson,
S. Hodgson, Johnson, Lamb, Laurenson,
Mackay, Mitchell, Riaz, Roberts, Squires,
Stafford, Stalker, Stanley, Stephen and
Udall

The Mayor explained that her Chaplain, the Reverend Sarah Northall, was unable
to attend and had sent her apologies for the meeting. The Mayor offered prayers
before commencement of the formal business of the Council.
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Declarations of Interest
The following declarations of interest were made:
Councillor Hodges – Question – Worcester Live (Minute 82) – As a Board Member
of Worcester Live.
With reference to the Notice of Motion relating to Abolishing Section 21 of the
Housing Act 1988 (Minute 83), the Monitoring Officer advised that, after
consultation with Chair and Vice-Chair of the Standards Committee, a
dispensation had been granted to all Members who are Private Sector Landlords to
speak and vote on this item. Councillors Altaf, Ditta, Gregson Hassan, Stephen
and Riaz declared an interest as landlords of properties in Worcester. Councillors
Bayliss, Bisset and Stanley declared an interest as landlords of properties which
are outside the Worcester City area.
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Minutes
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 23rd February
2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.
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Mayor's Communications
First Anniversary of Lockdown
The Mayor commented on this significant anniversary and expressed her thoughts
on the impact which lockdown has had on Worcester citizens.
Re-Opening of Perdiswell leisure Centre
The Mayor explained that she had been pleased to attend the re-opening of
Perdiswell Leisure Centre earlier in the day and she commented on the positive
impact of sport and exercise on health and well-being.
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Tom Jones
The Mayor explained that a memorial plaque for Tom Jones, the student who
sadly died after he went missing by the River Severn in September 2018, had
been unveiled on Sabrina Bridge recently. She expressed her condemnation of the
recent vandalisation of the plaque and expressed her hope that it can be restored.
Retiring Councillors
The Mayor paid tribute to Councillors Biggs and Cawthorne, who were retiring in
May. Other Members spoke and paid their respective tributes. Each of the
retiring Councillors responded to the tributes.
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Public Participation
None.
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Questions
The Council considered the following questions submitted in accordance with
Council Procedure Rule 9.
Question No. 1
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

Answer:

Councillor Richard Udall
Councillor Joy Squires, Chair of Environment
Committee
Does the Chair of the Environment Committee agree with
me there has been an increasing level of litter during the
pandemic, would she consider a high profile “Keep
Worcester Tidy” campaign during the summer months,
engaging with local communities, schools and
organisations, to support mass litter picks and to help to
restore the pride in our city, a campaign to make littering
socially unacceptable and to bring communities together?
Your finger is in the popular pulse as ever with this topic, I
think. Only on Saturday just gone, Councillor Jenny
Barnes and myself joined about 30 other people for the
Worcester Canal Group monthly litter pick, the first one
we’ve been able to hold for about 4 months, and we were
completely overwhelmed by the number of people who
turned up and the difference that that made along the
canal, within the Arboretum area, within the canal itself we even had two people in a canoe picking litter from the
canal - so this is something that I think people in
Worcester are really, really keen to do.
Whether levels of litter have increased overall is probably
a bit of a moot point. There’s been a reduction very much
in terms of litter in the city centre itself, but of course we
have all seen evidence that it has moved to some of the
popular Riverside walks and such like, so I think that
overall the impression certainly is that there is more
littering and that's not a surprise really given how people
have been taking advantage of the opportunity to use our
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parks and lovely Riverside areas.
That said, it does pose a problem and we will continue as
a Council to promote good practise and continue to work
with volunteer groups which we do across the city, to raise
awareness and undertake clean-ups, and of course one of
our key partners in this is the Duckworth Worcestershire
Trust and the numerous volunteer litter warden projects
supported by them right across the city, and all the friends
groups of course, who participate in regular litter pickings
as well. So, I think we have the basis of a good structure
of volunteers if you like across the city in order to increase
our efforts.
The Great British Spring Clean provides the perfect
platform for a campaign. That starts on 28th of May and
runs through to 13th June this year and the Council will
start promotion of this campaign via the volunteering
newsletter from April onwards and will regularly
communicate on the event via social media in the run-up
and throughout the campaign.
Supplementary
Question:

Can I ask Councillor Squires if she remembers the
Wombles? I have my 1974 annual here, one of my prized
possessions which I had when I was five years old. The
Wombles of Wimbledon worked underground, overground,
making good use of the things they found, things that the
everyday folk left behind. They will be joining the Tidy
Britain Group for the Great British spring clean week
between 28th May and 13th June, so will she invite as many
Members of this Council as possible to become the
Wombles of Worcester, to help and encourage all
Worcester residents to follow their example and to keep
Worcester clean and tidy? I would happily volunteer to be
Orinoco to her Madam Cholet.

Answer:

I’m not quite sure how to take that, Councillor Udall, but I
understand the point you're making, which is that
obviously showing community leadership in this, which
many of us do on a regular basis right across the city, is
something that we need to promote, and certainly if
reinventing the Wombles for 2021 is about repair, re-use,
recycling and all the rest of it then I'm right behind that
because there's no doubt at all that's what we all need to
be doing more of, and I'm sure the people of Worcester
will be right behind us in doing that.
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Question No. 2
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

Answer:

Councillor Marjory Bisset
Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council
While I welcome the news that the city council has chosen
a housing provider to develop the site of the old swimming
pool, and that the properties will be affordable, I am
concerned that these properties will add to Worcester’s
carbon emissions. The City Council has committed to
achieving a carbon-neutral city by 2030. But while
properties are being built that do not conform to zerocarbon standards, every new property makes that task
harder. Can the council insist that the developer designs
and builds homes that will not add to the city’s carbon
emissions?
The Council has chosen Sanctuary Housing Association as
the developer of the Sansome Walk swimming pool site
following an open procurement process under which
developers’ proposals were evaluated against a set of
criteria which had been debated and agreed by the Policy
and Resources Committee, which of course is chaired by
her colleague and the leader of her group. Sustainability
and environmental issues were recognised as being
important and environmental issues accounted for a
maximum 20% of the score. Sanctuary’s proposals are
judged to be strong, the scheme has scored well on
sustainability measures and thermal efficiency will be at
the higher levels than current building regulations through
the use of higher rated doors and windows, full cavity and
loft insulation, better air tightness and shower save waste
water heat recovery. 20% of predicted energy
requirements will be met by renewable or low carbon
sources and the scheme incorporates photovoltiac panels,
air source heat pumps for the houses and, subject to
further design work, ground source heat pumps for the
apartments. Water saving measures will ensure that nonrecycled water consumption per person is less than 110
litres a day and there will be a community composting
scheme.
Although the Council was open to considering proposals for
passivhaus schemes, Sanctuary commented that its bid
would not be competitive with other house builders
because of the higher costs of building such a
development.
Sanctuary will be committed building out its proposal
through the terms of a development agreement but
following the procurement process the Council is not in a
position to insist on a carbon zero development unless the
Council is able to identify significant further funding and
the Committee approves those additional measures.
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Supplementary
Question:
Question No. 3
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

None.

Councillor Marjory Bisset
Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council
The situation for residents who live on Bilford Road and
adjoining streets is intolerable when the Bilford Road waste
disposal site is busy, with queues stretching for 500 yards,
people driving dangerously and potential hold-ups for
emergency vehicles. In fact there was a road traffic
accident outside the tip on Friday afternoon, involving two
cars. Thankfully no-one was seriously hurt. This illustrates
what a dangerous junction it has become. I do welcome
the temporary arrangement that has been put in place at
the weekends, utilising the Perdiswell Leisure Site car park;
however, this can only be a stopgap. The truth is that this
site is unsuitable, sited as it is just off a busy road. Can the
Council please work urgently with Members and officers at
the County Council to come up with a solution?

Answer:

I’m a bit surprised she’s asking me this because I’ve got
here a leaflet from her colleague who's the County
Councillor for the area from eight years ago, when he
promised to deliver a solution to this problem back in 2013.
Clearly, I'm afraid, her colleague has failed to deliver on
this one and she's now coming back to the City Council
asking for help. I am however happy to say that officers
from the City Council - I’m happy to commit that they will
work with County Council colleagues try and find a longer
term solution for the management of traffic visiting the site
after Covid restrictions have been lifted.

Supplementary
Question:

There is also a problem of insufficient capacity. The only
other waste disposal site in the city is on the West side of
the river, there is nothing in South Worcester. With
additional housing planned for the southern edges of the
city, soon the Bilford Road site will be overwhelmed. Can
the Council please work with members and officers at the
County Council to find a suitable site in South Worcester
for a new waste disposal facility, a site which is well away
from through routes?
I'm sure this is a matter actually that will be dealt with as
part of the Development Plan review, which looks for the
infrastructure that we need to meet the city's needs as it
grows. I'm sure that they would be very interested if the
Member or any of her party colleagues had any suggestions
of where on the south of Worcester they'd like to put a
household waste site. I'm sure the people of St. Peters
would be particularly interested to know, perhaps before
May the 6th.

Answer:
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Question No. 4
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

Councillor Richard Udall
Councillor James Stanley, Chair of Communities
Committee
Will the Chairman of the Communities Committee give his
support to the Dogs and Domestic Animals
(Accommodation and Protection) Bill, currently being
introduced by Conservative MP Andrew Rosindell? The
proposed legislation would ban “no pet” clauses in private
tenancies. It would require tenants to certify that a dog is
trained and microchipped.
Worcester people with pets often struggle to find private
rented accommodation which will allow them to keep their
pets; which causes total heartbreak when tenants are
forced to give up their pet in order to become adequately
housed.
Will he join me in calling for Robin Walker MP to support
this legislation and to encourage the government to
provide parliamentary time to help pass the legislation?

Answer:

I agree with the sentiment that having a pet enhances
quality of life and reduces feelings of loneliness. It’s been
discovered, particularly over the course of the last 12
months, it can have a profound effect on an individual’s
mental health. Councillor Udall and Members will be aware
that the model tenancy agreement of 28th January 2021
removed the blanket ban on pets, the default position now
being set with certain caveats. Equally, he may or may not
be aware that Robin Walker as a Minister is fully supportive
of government policy in this as in other areas but is
however prevented from speaking publicly on Members’
Bills. My view is that I am happy to support the Bill in
principle and look forward to observing its passage through
Parliament. I await Councillor Udall’s supplementary with a
certain degree of trepidation however.

Supplementary
Question:

The model tenancy agreement to which he refers is purely
advisory and has got no mandatory responsibility at all.
Rights for tenants must come with responsibility, so any
tenant with a pet has to be held accountable for the
behaviour and any damage which is caused, but will he
agree to place this issue on the Communities Committee
agenda so we can discuss the issue in more detail and see
what we can do as a local authority to help people with
pets to find a home and encourage both social and private
landlords to relax their policies? One person recently has
even been refused permission to have a hamster - totally
unacceptable! This has to be changed and we as a council
be the facilitator for that change if we agreed to discuss it
in Committee.
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Answer:

Question No. 5
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

I would agree with Councillor Udall that the incident he
refers to is totally unacceptable. I will say that should I be
returned to the Council in May then I would be perfectly
happy should I still be in my current position to have this
as a subject for conversation and debate at Communities
Committee at an appropriate time. I think the position of
our tenants generally can only be enhanced with a feeling
of a supportive person or indeed an animal or pet by their
side. In principle I totally agree with what he’s saying and
I’m happy should I be returned to facilitate that at the next
Communities Committee.

Councillor Jenny Barnes
Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council
There is great concern in the Worcester Arts Community
that Worcester Live via the Swan Theatre is abusing its
Monopoly position by unreasonably raising charges and
introducing new charges that are not justifiable. On behalf
of the hiring organisations Worcester Arts Council asks for
an independent review as to whether the WCC Grant
Objectives and Conditions are being met?

Answer:

Worcester Live, as the Councillor has commented, are in
receipt of a grant of £108,300 from us. The grant covers
the period from 2020 to 2025 and the grant goes with a
service level agreement that is kept under review by
officers from the community services team with support
from financial services colleagues. I was going to say that
it’s not our job to regulate the fees and charges of
organisations that we have service level agreements with. I
am however - personally I'd like to be assured that
everything is right here - and so I will give the Member the
assurance that I will ask officers to look again at this
organisation and to make sure that they are performing as
they should and that there are fair fees and charges, and
to use our strength as both the landlord and as their main
financial backer to make sure other organisations in the
city are able to use their facilities fairly.

Supplementary
Question:

I'm partly reassured by the answer just received, that it
will be reviewed, however the second question is can a City
Council justify the situation whereby a facility owned by the
City Council becomes inaccessible to local arts
organisations due to availability and hiring conditions?
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Answer:

Question No. 6
Question From:
Question To:
Question:

In order to answer that I think I refer to my previous
answer which is come with us, ask officers to conduct such
a review to make sure that the situation is fair for both to
Worcester Live, who have been a successful organisation
over many years for us, but also the panoply of
organisations that work with it and alongside it, so yes I
will ask officers to review this situation.
Councillor Neil Laurenson
Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council
A democracy that bans peaceful protest is no longer a
democracy. On 16th March, the MP for Worcester and 358
other MPs voted for the Police, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts Bill 2021. This would give police the power to arrest
someone if they were involved in a protest that has an
‘impact’. What are your views on the potential impacts of
this legislation on free speech and democracy in this
country?

Answer:

My first the encounter with the member asking this
question was when he used to campaign outside the
Guildhall in a mass against the Iraq war, when he was very
much against the former Member of Parliament for
Worcester, so he has a long history of being a campaigner
and - with the exception of his poetry - probably every
other word he’s said I disagree with. However, I absolutely
would want to protect his right to say, so I don't believe
the new Police, Crime, Courts and Sentencing Bill will
prohibit him or others from demonstrating and protesting
on the issues that they care about. But what it will do is
prevent the utter carnage and disruption that was caused
particularly last year by the Extinction Rebellion revolt in
London, where the Metropolitan Police said that the
Extinction Rebellion protest brought the city to a halt and
impacted significantly on the lives of ordinary working
people, and Cressida Dick - I have the quote here - called
for action and to update the criminal justice system in
order to deal with static protests. I believe that the Bill
does do that but I believe the rights under the conventions
of Human Rights - one of which is the right to protest - will
be retained and so I do not have shared his concerns about
the current Bill.

Supplementary
Question:

To preface this supplementary by countering what has just
been said by the Leader of the Council, lots and lots of
people in this country do have many concerns about the
proposed legislation, so I'm not so confident in his kind
interpretation of that legislation. There are so many people
worried that they are still demonstrating.
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Anyway, to the supplementary, as you know Councillor
Bayliss, the High Court judged that the Health Secretary
broke the law by failing to publish multi-billion pound
Covid-19 government contracts within the required 30 day
period. What is your view on the fact the government
minister can stay in post despite breaking the law, yet
someone protesting about that fact could in fact be jailed
for 10 years?
Answer:

82

Madam Mayor, I hate to be a pedant around the
Constitution but the supplementary must be related to the
original question. I don’t believe in this case it does and
therefore I won't be answering that question.

Notice of Motion
The Council considered the following Notices of Motion, which had been submitted
in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 8:
Abolish Section 21 of the Housing Act 1988
This Council believes strongly that a secure home is at the heart of all our lives. It
gives security, enables aspiration and gives children a stable home in which to
grow-up.
This Council believes that residents living in the private rented sector should have
the security to build their lives and futures, and to become an active part of the
community, just as residents in other housing tenures. We note that the largest
reason for homelessness is eviction from the private rented sector.
We therefore mandate Managing Director to write to the Minister for Housing,
Communities and Local Government to call on Government to abolish S21 of the
Housing Act 1988, which allows eviction without the landlord having to establish
fault on the part of the tenant. Removing this unfair clause would help make
renting more secure, improve standards, increase tenant confidence and
ultimately contribute to making renting a viable long term alternative to home
ownership or social rent for the millions who currently cannot access either.
The proposer, Councillor Berry and the seconder, Councillor Denham, both spoke
in support of the Motion.
Other Members spoke on the Motion, following which the Motion was put to the
vote. The Motion was agreed and it was
RESOLVED: That the Council mandates the Managing Director to write to
the Minister for Housing, Communities and Local Government to call on
Government to abolish S21 of the Housing Act 1988.

30th March 2021

10

Twinning Between Worcester and Gouzeaucourt
This Council will make the temporary Friendship Pact created in 2014 with
Gouzeaucourt a small town in Northern France, into a permanent twinning
arrangement between Worcester Council and Gouzeaucourt. The Twinning
Association have considered this request and are confident that all the criteria to
decide on the suitability of a relationship have been met and that this twinning
relationship would benefit the City of Worcester.
The proposer, Councillor Hodges and the seconder, Councillor Gregson, both
spoke in support of the Motion. Other Members spoke on the Motion, following
which the Motion was put to the vote. The Motion was agreed and it was
RESOLVED: That the Council agrees to make a permanent twinning
arrangement between Worcester and Gouzeaucourt.
Thanks to West Mercia Police
The violence and mayhem caused by a few thugs and hooligans in nearby Bristol
has once again shown how important the police are in defending communities like
ours in Worcester. They deserve our admiration and respect for the role they play
in preserving a decent and civil society. This Council therefore asks the Managing
Director to write to the Chief Constable of West Mercia thanking him and his
officers for all their efforts during the pandemic in keeping law and order and
protecting us from those who seek to disrupt our work and progress.
The proposer, Councillor Mitchell and the seconder, Councillor Alan Amos, both
spoke in support of the Motion.
In accordance with the rules set out in the Constitution, Councillor Collins
proposed an amendment to the Motion, as follows:
Delete the words: “The violence and mayhem caused by a few thugs and
hooligans in nearby Bristol has once again shown how important the police are in
defending” and replace with the words: “We are reminded how vitally important
the Police are in protecting…”
The proposed amendment was seconded by Councillor Gregson.
The proposer of the original Motion, Councillor Mitchell, stated that he did not
accept the amendment.
Members entered into a debate on the Amendment to the Motion, following which
the Amendment was put to the vote. In accordance with Council Procedure Rule
7.2 a named vote was requested and supported by four Members. On being put to
the vote the Amendment was lost.
For:
Councillors
Councillors Agar, Allcott, Barnes,
Berry, Biggs, Bisset, Cawthorne,
Collins, Cronin, Denham,
Gregson, Hodges, Lamb, Riaz,

Against:
Councillors
Altaf, A. Amos, B. Amos,
Bayliss, Ditta, Geraghty,
Griffiths, Hassan, Mrs L.
Hodgson, S. Hodgson, Johnson,
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Squires, Stalker, and Udall
Total: 17
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Laurenson, Mackay, Mitchell,
Roberts, Stafford, Stanley,
Stephen
Total: 18

Members then entered into a debate on the original Motion, following which the
Motion was put to the vote. The Motion was agreed and it was
RESOLVED: That the Council asks the Managing Director to write to the
Chief Constable of West Mercia thanking him and his officers for all their
efforts during the pandemic in keeping law and order and protecting us
from those who seek to disrupt our work and progress.
Proposed Changes to the Legislative Regime Around Drugs
Hard drugs such as heroin, cocaine and GHB are a scourge on our society across
the UK, including here in Worcester. They create terrible life consequences for
those who use them, those whose neighbourhoods are blighted by them and for
society as a whole. We must do all we can to eliminate them from our society and
support the criminal justice system in their work in supporting that aim. Moves to
loosen the legislative regime around drugs such as GHB (also known as the date
rape drug) are completely wrong and must be resisted. To this end, Council calls
upon the Managing Director to write to the Home Secretary to ask her to reject
any suggestions of decriminalising these substances.
The proposer, Councillor Mackay and the seconder, Councillor Stanley, both spoke
in support of the Motion. Other Members spoke on the Motion, following which the
Motion was put to the vote.
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 7.2 a named vote was requested and
supported by four Members. On being put to the vote the Motion was agreed and
it was
RESOLVED: That the Council requests the Managing Director to write to
the Home Secretary to ask her to reject any suggestions of
decriminalising these substances.
For:
Councillors
Councillors Agar,
Allcott, Altaf, A. Amos,
B. Amos, Barnes,
Bayliss, Berry, Biggs,
Cawthorne, Collins,
Cronin, Denham, Ditta,
Geraghty, Gregson,
Griffiths, Hassan,
Hodges, Mrs L.
Hodgson, S. Hodgson,
Johnson, Lamb, ,
Mackay, Mitchell, Riaz,
Roberts, Squires,
Stafford, Stalker,

Against:
Councillors

Abstain:
Councillors
Bisset,
Laurenson,
Stephen
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Stanley and Udall
Total: 32
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Total: 0
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Total: 3

Report from the Relevant Committee on Matters which are Referred to
Council for Decision
The Council received reports on matters which by law or in accordance with the
Constitution are referred to Council for decision.
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Referral Report from Policy and Resources Committee 23rd March 2021 Capital And Investment Strategies 2021/22 - 2023/24
The Council considered a referral report from the Chairman of the Policy and
Resources Committee.
The Policy and Resources Committee at its meeting on 23rd March 2021 had
considered a report on the Capital Strategy and Investment Strategy for 2021/222023/24 and a revised Authorised Limit and Operational Boundary for external
debt. The Committee agreed to recommend that the Council adopt the Strategies
and revise the limit on the Authorised Limit and Operational Boundary for external
debt in accordance with the proposals set out in the report.
It was proposed by Councillor Stephen and seconded by Councillor Bayliss and on
being put to the vote it was agreed and
RESOLVED: That the Council agree to:
1. adopt the Capital Strategy and Investment Strategy for 2021/222023/24 as set out in Appendices 1 and 2 be adopted; and
2. revise the Authorised Limit and Operational Boundary for external
debt be revised in accordance with the proposals set out in the report.
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Referral Report from Policy and Resources Committee 23rd March 2021 Accelerated Towns Fund Projects - Community Centres And 4
Copenhagen Street
The Council considered a referral report from the Chairman of the Policy and
Resources Committee.
At its meeting on 23rd March 2021, the Committee considered a report on the
Accelerated Towns Fund Projects for Community Centres and 4 Copenhagen
Street. The Committee agreed to recommend that the Council revise the Capital
Programme in the sum of £90,000 and £50,000 for Community Centres and 4
Copenhagen Street respectively, in accordance with the proposals set out in the
report.
It was proposed by Councillor Stephen and seconded by Councillor Squires and on
being put to the vote it was agreed and
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RESOLVED: That the Council agree to:
1. revise the Capital Programme in the sum of £90,000 to assist the
delivery of the Accelerated Towns Fund Project for Community
Centres; and
2. revise the Capital Programme in the sum of £50,000 to assist the
delivery of the Accelerated Towns Fund Project for 4 Copenhagen
Street.
86

Report from the Leader of the Council on any matters which he is of the
opinion require urgent consideration by The Council
None.
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Programme of Meetings 2021/22
The Council considered the proposed programme of meetings for the period May
2021 to June 2022.
It was proposed by Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Squires and upon
being put to the vote it was agreed and
RESOLVED: That the Council agree the dates for Council and Committee
meetings for 2021/22, as set out in the schedule attached to agenda item
10.

88

Items Involving the Disclosure of Exempt Information
RESOLVED: That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act
1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the
following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely
disclosure of information as defined in Schedule 12A of the said Act.
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Referral Report from Policy and Resources Committee 23rd March 2021 Proposed Fees and Charges 2021/22 - Trade Waste Collections
The Council considered the fees and charges for Trade Waste Collections for for
2021/22. These were not for publication as they contained commercially sensitive
information.
It was proposed by Councillor Stephen and seconded by Councillors Bayliss and
upon being put to the vote it was agreed and
RESOLVED: That the Council approve the Fees and Charges for Trade
Waste Collections 2021/22.
Duration of the meeting: 7.00p.m. - 10.10p.m.

Chair at the meeting on
18th May 2021

